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 The California Farm Bureau Federation ("Farm Bureau")1 commends the 

Commission for moving forward in such a focused manner to put in place a plan 

to effect changes in energy efficiency.  Commitment was required and proven to 

carry out the vision of D.07-10-032 to create a comprehensive statewide strategic 

plan that will serve the state's interest in pursuing all cost-effective short-term and 

long-term energy savings.  It is in the Commission's interest to assure the utilities 

are pursuing the appropriate mix of programs to meet energy efficiency goals. 

 Farm Bureau participated in several of the sessions directed at the 

agricultural sector.  This strategic planning effort provided an important 

opportunity to bring together effected and interested parties to address the issues 

which face the agricultural industry, when assessing appropriate goals for energy 

efficiency planning.  It is important that the key targets of the effort be moved 

forward as part of the next steps.  We do not recommend any changes to the 

approach delineated for the agricultural sector, but do want to support a few key 

items that are identified. 

 The vision identified for the agricultural sector identifies important state 

policy goals that the agricultural industry can be a part of in achieving.  At the 

same time it is essential that there be a recognition, when programs like energy 

efficiency are revisited, that businesses must undertake efforts that make 

economic sense.  Without such an element business will not utilize the programs.  

                                            
1 The California Farm Bureau Federation is California's largest farm organization with more than 
91,500 members in 53 county Farm Bureaus.  CFBF is a voluntary, non-profit, non-governmental 
and non-partisan organization of farm and ranch families seeking solutions to the problems that 
effect their lives, both socially and economically.  California farmers and ranchers sell $24.8 
billion in agricultural products annually, accounting for 9 percent of the gross state product, and 
hundreds of thousands of jobs in California. 
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Programs should be established that create the type of incentives, which will 

encourage businesses to invest time and resources to participate. 

 Within the discussion under the two categories, Profile and Strategies, a 

key point made is that there is a lack of consistency in energy data and a need to 

develop better information.  Before it is possible to make widespread changes, it 

will be necessary to have a sufficient basis from which to effect improvements.  

Agriculture is a fairly small sector of the electric load, but important because of its 

seasonal nature and extensive usage in the summer months.  It is also quite 

diverse.  Successes in energy efficiency have targeted specific operations of the 

industry, such as dairies and irrigation pumps.  There are other opportunities to 

make similar inroads, but reliable consistent information will be an important first 

step.  This effort should be a priority for the strategic planning process and the 

ability to move beyond the status quo.  Table 5.1, which sets out the 

Implementation Plan, assists greatly in setting the stage for achievement of 

tangible benefits.  

 As the discussion also points out, there are many sources of valuable 

information for agricultural users beyond the investor owned utilities.  Irrigation 

districts in particular will have data that can be used in conjunction in developing 

appropriate information.  It will require, of course, different approaches than 

currently exist to develop a process that brings together CPUC jurisdictional 

entities.  There should be a way to meet the challenge in a fair manner.  In the 

process it will be important to develop innovative ways to reach out to a broader 

array of customers.  
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 Farm Bureau appreciates the focused effort that went into development of 

the strategic plan on the quite accelerated time frame.  Under the circumstances 

significant accomplishments have been achieved.  Because the public goods 

charge was established to reach out for these types of programs, it is important 

to continue the programs in a manner that reflects equitably the contributions 

made by the customers targeted.  Farm Bureau commends the Commission for 

moving forward with the plan and will continue to participate in this important 

effort.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

California Farm Bureau Federation 
 

 

By /s/ - Karen Norene Mills_______ 
             KAREN NORENE MILLS, Attorney 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
 I hereby certify that, pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure, I have this day served a true copy of the COMMENTS OF THE 

CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION ON PRELIMINARY ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY STRATEGIC PLAN on all parties identified on the attached service 

list.  Service was affected as appropriate by means indicated below: 

��Placing the copies in properly addressed sealed envelopes and 

depositing such envelopes in the United States mail with first-class 

postage prepaid (Via First Class Mail); and 

��Transmitting the copies via facsimile, modem, or other electronic 

means (Via Electronic Means). 

 
 Executed this 15th day of April 2008, at Sacramento, California. 
 
 
      /s/ - Brenda J. Gonsalves 
             
      Brenda J. Gonsalves 
      California Farm Bureau Federation 
      2300 River Plaza Drive 
      Sacramento, CA  95833 
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janep@researchintoaction.com JANE S. PETERS, PH.D. RESEARCH INTO ACTION, INC. 
samsirkin@cs.com SAM SIRKIN  
mbaker@sbwconsulting.com MICHAEL BAKER SBW CONSULTING, INC. 
jbazemore@emi1.com JIM BAZEMORE ENERGY MARKET INNOVATIONS INC 
john@enactenergy.com JOHN M. CLARKSON HEAT PROJECT UK 
ppl@cpuc.ca.gov Peter Lai CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
aeo@cpuc.ca.gov Ayat E. Osman CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
cf1@cpuc.ca.gov Cathleen A. Fogel CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
cxc@cpuc.ca.gov Cheryl Cox CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
tam@cpuc.ca.gov Christine S. Tam CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
crv@cpuc.ca.gov Christopher R Villarreal CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
dmg@cpuc.ca.gov David M. Gamson CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
dhn@cpuc.ca.gov David Ng CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
trh@cpuc.ca.gov Edward Howard CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
flc@cpuc.ca.gov Fred L. Curry CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
hcf@cpuc.ca.gov Hazlyn Fortune CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
jl2@cpuc.ca.gov Jean A. Lamming CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
cln@cpuc.ca.gov Jeanne Clinton CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
jst@cpuc.ca.gov Jeorge S. Tagnipes CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
jws@cpuc.ca.gov Joyce Steingass CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
jci@cpuc.ca.gov Judith Ikle CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
kwz@cpuc.ca.gov Karen Watts-Zagha CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
keh@cpuc.ca.gov Katherine Hardy CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
lp1@cpuc.ca.gov Lisa Paulo CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
mwt@cpuc.ca.gov Matthew Tisdale CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
mmw@cpuc.ca.gov Michael Wheeler CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
mkh@cpuc.ca.gov Mikhail Haramati CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
pw1@cpuc.ca.gov Pamela Wellner CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
smw@cpuc.ca.gov Sean Wilson CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
tcr@cpuc.ca.gov Thomas Roberts CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
zap@cpuc.ca.gov Tim G. Drew CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

ztc@cpuc.ca.gov Zenaida G. 
Tapawan-
Conway CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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awp@cpuc.ca.gov Anne W. Premo CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
bvalenci@energy.state.ca.us BELEN VALENCIA CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
crogers@energy.state.ca.us CYNTHIA ROGERS CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
dks@cpuc.ca.gov Don Schultz CALIF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
agarcia@energy.state.ca.us E.V. (AL) GARCIA CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
gklein@energy.state.ca.us GARY KLEIN CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
sbender@energy.state.ca.us SYLVIA BENDER CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
dbeck@energy.state.ca.us DENNIS L. BECK JR. CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
    
    

MAIL TO:    
    
MWIRIGI IMUNGI    
THE ENERY COALITION    
15615 ALTON PARKWAY, SUITE 
245    
IRVINE, CA  92618    
    
DENNIS J. HERRERA    
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO   
CITY HALL, ROOM 234    
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102    
    
EILEEN PARKER    
QUEST    
2001 ADDISON STREET, STE. 300    
BERKELEY, CA  94704    
    
DON MEEK    
ATTORNEY AT LAW    
10949 SW 4TH AVENUE    
PORTLAND, OR  97219    
    
ANNE ARQUIT NIEDERBERGER    
POLICY SOLUTIONS    
333 RIVER STREET, NO. 1228    
HOBOKEN, NJ  07030    
    
THOMAS L. TRIMBERGER    
CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA    
2729 PROSPECT PARK DRIVE    
RANCHO CORDOVA, CA  95670    
    
NANCY JENKINS, P.E.    
CALIFORNIA ENERGY 
COMMISSION    
1516 NINTH STREET MS-43    
SACRAMENTO, CA  95814    
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